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The Legislature recessed this last Friday for their annual Easter break and there will be no Committee 
meetings until next week.  Last Friday was also the second deadline in the Legislature which required 
all finance related bills to be passed through at least one Committee in order to be "kept alive" in this 
Session.   
  
So far it has been a Session of a lot of talk, but little action.  You sense a lot of frustration from many 
groups who have worked so hard to advance legislation but see very action moving forward in key 
Committees.  We currently have 156 bills in the Public Safety Policy and Finance Committee and I 
think we can easily dismiss about 80% of them as they failed to get the required hearings in 
Committee.  With the current break, I'm taking time to assess all of that so we'll give you another 
synopsis of pending bills later next week. I will say, at this point, there is no legislation directly tied to 
our legislative agenda that is close to becoming law.  There are several small policy provisions in 
many areas that will probably be found in the Committee's Omnibus bills, once they are prepared by 
the leadership.  The most visible and publicized proposal of course, is the Voting Restoration bill, 
which has much public and bipartisan support, yet has not been able to get a hearing on the House 
side.  The same holds true with the juvenile justice pieces that have been endorsed by so many, yet 
have not found their way to a hearing in the House Public Safety Committee. 
  
Right now I'm working with others to prepare for a Legislative Update presentation scheduled at the 
DOC this Wednesday, April 1st from 9 to noon.  Several of us will be presenting at that time, and I'll 
incorporate a lot of that presented material this week into a more comprehensive update report to you 
all by the time of the next Board meeting next week. 
  
When the Legislature reconvenes next week, they have indicated that the priority of the leadership 
will focus on fiscal concerns, development and approval of a two year budget, tax considerations and 
what to do with the current surplus, as well as finding ways to fund new and expanded program 
needs.  We now have access to the new budget proposals of the Governor, the GOP House 
leadership and the Senate DFL majority.  Those budgets aren't really too far apart in most 
cases.  Let's hope the Legislature continues its past practice of adequately funding Public 
Safety.  We'll have further analysis of those proposals as well in weeks to come.  Again, we'll have 
another bill tracker and update to you by the middle of next week.  Contact me if you have questions. 
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